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VULTURE BEES 
 

    In the forests of Central and South America, scientists have 

discovered a very different kind of bee. This strange bee does not 

feed on pollen and nectar as most other bees do. Instead, it gobbles 

up the flesh of dead snakes, anteaters and other forest creatures. 

When these bees feed, they spit out a special chemical called an 

enzyme. This enzyme changes the dead animals’ flesh into a gooey, 

chewy mush. The bees eat the mushy meat and store it in their special 

“meat” stomachs. 
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